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Lac is the scarlet resinous secretion of a number of species of lac insects. Cultivation
begins when a farmer gets a stick (broodlac) that contains eggs ready to hatch and ties it to the
tree to be infested. Lac is a natural resin secreted by insects that feed on certain host trees. It is
a valuable natural product, used widely in the food, furniture, cosmetics and pharmaceutical
industries with a huge international market potential. India is the largest producer of lac in
the world and contributes to about 70% of the world’s need. However, there is currently a gap
of 21% between demand and supply. Within India, the state of Jharkhand has the largest
number of host trees and ranks first in the country for production. The insects live as a parasite,
feeding on the sap of certain trees and shrubs. The important trees on which the lac insects
breed and thrive well are: Kusum (Schleichera trijuga), Palas (Butea frondosa), Ber (Zizyphus
jujuba), Babul (Acacia arabica), Khair (Acacia catcchu), Arhar (Calanus indicus) ,Cultivation of
lac involves proper care of host plants, regular pruning of host plant, infection or inoculation,
crop-reaping, control of insect pests, and forecast of swarming, collection and processing of lac.
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